
 
 

 
 

District   Highlights  
Superintendent   -   Gina   A.   Potter,   Ed.D.  

Week   of   November   1,   2019  
 
 
BOARD   WORKSHOP:    THURS,   NOVEMBER   14   from   2PM   -   5PM   @   Willow   School  
On   Thursday,   November   14th   beginning   at   2   p.m.   there   will   be   a   Special   Board   Meeting.    The  
three   topics   of   this   meeting   are:  
 

1. GO   Bond   Information  
2. Budget  
3. School   Safety   &   Willow   Safety   Walk  

 
  

REGULAR   BOARD   MEETING:    THURS,   NOVEMBER   14   @   5PM   -   Willow   School  
On   Thursday,   November   14th   beginning   at   5   p.m.   there   will   be   a   regular   Board   Meeting.   
 
CSBA   MASTERS   IN   GOVERNANCE   GRADUATION!    CONGRATULATIONS   BOARD  
PRESIDENT   IRENE   LOPEZ   FOR   GRADUATING!   
On   Saturday,   October   26th   Board   President   Irene   Lopez   graduated   from   the   CSBA   Masters   in  
Governance   Program!    We   congratulate   her   for   completing   and   graduating   from   this   intensive  
and   rigorous   curricular   program   on   leadership   at   the   Governing   Board   level   of   a   school   district!  
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CSBA   MASTERS   IN   GOVERNANCE   COURSE   2:     Sat.,   March   14   @   Cerritos   from   8AM-4PM  
Three   Board   Members   (I.Lopez,   H.Gurmilan,   &   R.Lopez)   are   joining   Superintendent   Potter   in  
attending   this   year’s   California   School   Boards   Association   Masters   in   Governance   Program.  
The   next   course   we   will   attend   will   be   on   Saturday,   March   14   in   Cerritos   on   the   topics   of    Student  
Learning   &   Achievement/Policy   &   Judicial   Review.   
 
Below   are   photos   of   former   SYSD   Board   Member   and   current   CSBA   Pacer   Raquel   Madden  
presenting   during   the   October   Masters   in   Governance   Course   on   the   topic   of   legislative  
advocacy.    Also,   there   are   informational   slides   about   a   few   of   the   content   topics.  
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Upcoming   CSBA   MIG   Courses:   

MIG   Course   3:    School   Finance  
 

Friday,   October   18,   2019   
8:00   a.m.   -   4:00   p.m.   

MIG   Course   4:    Human   Resources/Collective  
Bargaining  

Saturday,   October   19,   2019   
8:00   a.m.   -   4:00   p.m.   

MIG   Course   5:     Community   Relations   &  
Advocacy/Governance   Integration  

Saturday,   October   26,   2019  
8:30   a.m.   -   4:30   p.m.   

MIG   Course   2:    Student   Learning   &  
Achievement/Policy   &   Judicial   Review  
 
(Superintendent    Gina   Potter,  
Board   Vice-President    Humberto   Gurmilan  
and   Board   Member   Rudy   Lopez   will   be  
attending)  

Saturday,   March   14,   2020   
8:00   a.m.   -   4:00   p..m.   

MIG   Course   5:   Community   Relations   &  
Advocacy/Governance   Integration  
 
(Board   Member   Rudy   Lopez   will   be  
attending)  

Saturday,   June   13,   2020  
8:30   a.m.   -   4:30   p.m.   

 
 
HALLOWEEN   SCHOOL   PARADES   &   DISTRICT   OFFICE   HALLOWEEN   APPRECIATION  
LUNCHEON:    THURS,   OCT   31st  
On   Thursday,   October   31st   Cabinet,   Board   President   Irene   Lopez,   Board   Vice   President  
Humberto   Gurmilan,   Board   Member   Rosaleagh   Pallasigue   and   Board   Member   Rudy   Lopez  
visited   several   schools   and   participated   in   their   Halloween   festivities   with   students.    A   very  
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special   thanks   to   each   of   them   for   dressing   as   super   heroes,   serving   as   judges,   and   for   bringing  
joy   to   so   many   students!  
 
The   district   thanks   each   and   every   staff   member   at   all   of   our   schools   for   the   incredible   hard  
work   and   caring   effort   that   they   each   put   into   making   their   school   Halloween   parades,   costume  
contents   and   fall   festivals   wonderful   for   their   students!    The   genuine   spirit   of   our   SYSD   team  
truly   came   alive   on   Halloween!  
 

Photos   of   Smythe’s   School   Halloween   School   Parade  
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Photos   of   Smythe’s   Child   Development   Center  
Halloween   School   Parade  
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Photos   of   Willow’s   School   Halloween   Costume   Parade   
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Photos   of   the   District’s   Office   
Halloween   Costume   Lunch   
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Photos   of   the   Ocean   View   Hills   School   
Halloween   Parade   
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VISTA   DEL   MAR   MIDDLE   SCHOOL   -   DIA   DE   LOS   MUERTOS   
We   are   so   very   proud   of   our   Vista   Del   Mar   Middle   School   ASB   for   the   beautiful   Dia   de   los  
Muertos   altar   that   they   designed!    Thank   you   to   their   ASB   Advisor   Guillermina   Sandez   for  
bringing   the   pride   of   our   community’s   culture   to   her   students   through   this   incredible   project.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17  



 
 

 
 
CASA   FAMILIAR’S   ANNUAL   SAN   YSIDRO   COMMUNITY   THANKSGIVING   DINNER   2019    -  
Thursday,     November   21st  
For   over   29   years,   Cas   Familiar   has   been   serving   Thanksgiving   Dinner   to   San   Ysidro   families.  
On   November   21,   2019,   the   community   will   come   together   once   again   with   a   crew   of   nearly   100  
volunteers   including   professional   chiefs,   elected   officials,   police,   teachers,   business   owners   and  
many   other   community   leaders   to   serve   over   1,000   meals   to   San   Ysidro   families.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18  



 
 

 
 
WILLOW   SCHOOL   VISIT   
A   very   special   thanks   to   Willow   staff   for   hosting   our   Superintendent,   cabinet   and   Board  
President   Irene   Lopez   school   visit   this   week!    It   was   wonderful   to   have   the   opportunity   to  
observe   the   teaching   and   learning   happening   throughout   Willow   school.  
 
 
PHOTO   HIGHLIGHTS  
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LOOKING   AHEAD     ( by   Monica   Yrineo   &   Miguel   Ortega )  
Below   is   a   chart   of   upcoming   dates   and   events.  
 

 
DATE  

 
TIME  

 
LOCATION  

 
EVENT  

11-7-19  8:30   a.m.  Sunset   School  Coffee   with   the  
Principal  

11-7-19  8:30   a.m.  Willow   School  Coffee   with   the  
Principal  

11-14-19  9:00   a.m.  SYMS  Coffee   with   the  
Principal  

11-15-19  9:00   a.m.  VDM  Coffee   with   the  
Principal  

11-19-19  8:30   a.m.  La   Mirada   School  Coffee   with   the  
Principal  

11-19-19  8:30   a.m.  OVHS  Coffee   with   the  
Principal  

11-19-19  8:30   a.m.  Smythe   School  Coffee   with   the  
Principal  
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